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Reporting System (NIBRS), which adds detailed offender and victim information to 
the UCR data. Currently, 31 states provide NIBRS information.

However, the often-cited problem with the UCR and the NIBRS is that the data 
reflect only reported crimes. The FBI cannot collect information on crimes that have 
not been reported, but it is estimated that only 3% to 4% of crimes are actually 
discovered by police (Kappeler, Blumberg, and Potter 2000). Also, being reported 
doesn’t mean that a crime has actually occurred. The FBI does not require that a 
suspect has been arrested or that a crime is investigated and found to have actually 
occurred; it only needs to be reported (Kappeler et al. 2000).

In addition to the UCR, the FBI releases the Crime Clock, a graphic display of 
how often specific offenses are committed. Although it may make for good news-
paper copy or give law enforcement and political officials clout (Chambliss 1988), 
the Crime Clock has been accused of exaggerating the amount of crime, leaving the 
public with the impression that they are in imminent danger of being victims of vio-
lence (Kappeler et al. 2000).

The third data source about crime is the National Crime Victimization Survey 
(NCVS or NCS), which has been published by the Bureau of Justice Statistics since 
1972. The survey is based on victimization surveys first conducted in Denmark (in 
1720) and Norway (in the late 1940s). Twice a year, the U.S. Census Bureau inter-
views members of about 77,200 households regarding their experience with crime. 

The NCVS identifies crime victims whether 
or not the crime was reported. The survey 
includes information about victims and crimes 
but covers only six offenses (compared with 
the eight index crimes reported by the UCR). 
Also included is information on the experiences 
of victims with the criminal justice system, 
self-protective measures used by victims, and 
possible substance abuse by offenders. NCVS 
crime victim data for 2013 are presented in 
Table 13.4.

The results of the NCVS are often compared 
with the UCR to indicate that the number of 
crimes committed is actually higher than the 
number of crimes reported, suggesting that the 
UCR may not be an adequate measure of violent 
crime. However, “a more thoughtful interpreta-
tion of the inconsistency between these statisti-
cal reports concludes that while neither the UCR 
nor the NCVS is by itself an adequate measure 
of violence, each is an estimate of the scope and 
nature of violent crime” (Brownstein 2001:8–9).

Type of Crime
Number of 
Incidents 

Prevalence 
Rate

Violent crimes 3,041,170 1.2%

-Rape/sexual assault 173,610 0.1%

-Robbery 369,070 0.1%

-Assault 2,600,920 1.0%

Property crimes 11,531,420 9.0%

-Household burglary 2,458,360 1.9%

-Motor vehicle theft 555,660 0.4%

-Theft 9,070,680 7.1%

SOURCE: Truman and Langton 2014.

NOTE: Prevalence rate calculated by percentage of persons aged 12 or older who had 
experienced at least one victimization during the year for violent crime, and the 
percentage of households that had experienced one victimization during the year for 
property crime.

Table 13.4   �Number of crime victims and prevalence rate for 
selected personal and property crimes, 2013


